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summary of the Decesber 1956 Monthiy Narrative Report 


YELLOGSTOME NATICHAL PARK 


Quite mild & SUANY Trips to Gest & Old Faithful. 
Mameoth waxioun 41°, wind -17, precip. 1.39", 
ve 53” snow Lewis River. Park meocieum 

at Tower, minimees ~31° at Laver. i 


Page 


586 visitors, 69 over-snow. 1,457,762 for year, 6.5% 
increase. 1.305 visitors by rail, etc. Changed 

factor approved 3.41 passengers per car. Travel by 

states om apot~check, lst 10 listed. «2 


Parke Soule, fege Finance Offieer; Rebert Boyce, “ODC 
Architect: Philip Jehmeon, Forest Insect Lab, Missoula. 2 


Garrison, Kittams, Brow to Bont. Wildlife meeting. 
Garrison & Hamilton to Gallatin elk range. Garrison 
talked to Livingsten etary, became honorary member; 
others attended. Garrison te Madison & Canyon. Two 
insect infestation mestings. Staff reetings. Conmitiece 
te study opportunities wiew wildiife, Joffe Chairnan. 
Training Comm. incl. Condon Chairnan & Gouse Training 
Officer. Dee. 24 holiday. Measmeth mess closed. Gar- 
bage collections 3 days. Werth treenrs at lake. Yell. 
Lake fromen. Cooke, Montana changed to Cooke City. 
Canyon cuter? & West Yell. roads closed 13th to travel. 2-4 


EEE & APSE uautsnge. Yellowstone & Gardiner school 
programs & parties. <thool vacations. New Year's Lye 


& 
Death of Mrs. Alice Eittaus, wife of Biologist Walter 
Kittams; memorial services here. Deaths of vother of 
lester Abbie, step-mother of “a. Wright, & fathers of 
Robert Murphy, Edemd Gouse & Delmer Riley. bo 5 
Daughter bern to Kr. & Mrs. Lyford Dore; som to Hr. & 
Sse Aubrey Haines en route to Livingston. 5 


We Ted Hackett, Sup. Ranger, to Devils Tower. Wiis 
Appling from Platt to Sup. Hanger. Sharlene Milligan 
con appt. to seasonal Clerk-Steno. Blla Bateran 

temp. appt. to Telephone Operator. Karl Gilbert, Disi. 
Ranger, accepted promotion to Asst. Chief, Everglades. 5 
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Weekly | 
Two Class A accidents. 


Pire i ape To done: extinguishers serviced. 
Barrows? mendations replace kerosene refrizes. 


19,006 Yellowstone broadsides on hand. 


Sunday Sehool, Church, Christmas Dve Vesper Service. 
Memorial services for Alice Kittams. Nesident 
Minister on vacation end nenth. 


Livingston Explorer Scout group given programs & 
field trips. Waterfowl program to Mammoth School. 
Talks te PTA & Masonic Club. 


Stagecoaches on museum porch covered. Study akin of 
whistler swan. Badger mount & study skin obtained. 


Interpretive Development Outline prepared. Diary of 
Mrs. Le H. Shephard to museums reported later erup- 
tion Excelsior Geyser than recorded. 


Nature Hotes lesued. 


New Y¥.P.Co. officers announced; W. Ms Nichols Chair~ 
man of Board, John Nichols, President, ste. Haynes 
in from Bozeman take progress pictures at Canyon. 
MeNell Co. closed down Y.P.Go. construction; expect 
resume in April get facilities ready by July. Or. 
Je Earl Carr new resident physician. 


Roads kept open to Canyon, West Yell. & Cooke. 
Quarters maintenance survey. Maintenance included 
much work on Museum building furnace. 


Principal activities listed. Brown away to Helena, 
Gallatin & amnuel leave. 


Two cases tried, 1 fined fer drunken driving & driv- 
ing without brakes and 1 for disregarding road- 
closed sign. 


Antelope census, 595 counted. 275 may be trapped & 
taken by Nevada. 


Pair beaver woved into Gardiner water supply ditch, 
threatening cut off water supply. 


Observations sheep various places; often seen road 
to Gardiner. 
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Observations bison various areas. Several bulls 
often seen at Soda Butte; one residing at Stevens 
Greek. 9 


Observations. Season north Gardiner to close Jan. 5; 
large harvest. 


Obeervationa by Kittans of locations; moved downward 

some. Discussion of Gallatin herd at Montana Wildlife 

Fed, sweting; agreed to kill few in attempt haze out. 

22 billed at Gallatiny attempt hase unsuccessful. 

Season there not to reopen. 68 killed Lamar area. 

oneee baited; little success. Gardiner area hunting 
remained closed due lack migration. Very light~ 

éolored cow seen. Elk classification; cealf~eow 

rablo 28.3:100.0, ete. Mont. State U. given permis- 

sion eollect biclocicai data dead elk; will assist. 16-11 


Keose calf struck by car Gallatin road, killed. il 
Nine trumpeters wintering on Madison Hiver. i 
servations of Kittans range conditions. a1 
Forest & building fire sections Annual Forestry Report 

ready. Materlais collected for fire review. 12 


| eduled Feglonal Office on blister rust; to 
be shtenied by CGynn, USPS, & : Barrows. 


Conferences re spruce budwor y Paiiip Johnson of 

esoula Insect lab int he will wepare report & 
ecormendations. Lab personnel will oungle vole 

sections here in January « 12 


Aetivities Meleil Ce. closed down llth on Canyon 
projects for Y.P.sCo. Extra costs keep Cutoff road 
open, water system, electrical generators, atc. 
Grew still on fabrication wooden walks for thermal 
areas. Mr. Boyce, WOUC, in confer re changes ye 
peeved for Govt. buildings to be built ab Canyo 


Contract awarded Land-Air Inc. for ? Radio Equipment 
damstallation in park. 
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UNITED STATES Ad} 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Report inl 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 
YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 


OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
Jemaary 9, 1957 

Tor The Director 

From? Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park 

Subject: Honthiy Report for Deeesber 19546 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone ational 
Park during the month of December 1956: 


| Nameoth, ag well ac the rest of Yellowstone 
Park, experic tively mild and sumy December. Official auto- 
re egpet trips wore sede to Old Faithful aul Yest Entrance during sost of 


total precipitation 139 aid “a = mas hemes 
* ox Ss 


lewis River Divide reported 53 inches of snow at the end of 
December which exceeds by at least twenty inches all other snow depths 
reported in the park at this tine. 


The maxim: texperature for the park during Decerber was 45° at 
Tower Fall on Decenber 13. ‘The park miniswm was ~31~ at Lemar Unit on 


& total of 586 passenvers in 
2 i or compared to 109 in 114 vehicles 
yRanoer North Entrance reported 27 first~ 

passengers and 61 re-entry ears with 200 passengers, 

“Entrance 45 re-entry cars with 1h! pasoengers, west Entrance 

m, ant 30 snomuobile trips with 63 

Ee! visitors omens te 35 in oversnow equipment last 

we West Entrance was officially closed December 13, following 

wich date the only road open to travel was thet fron the Horth Bntranee 

to Eeemoth, Northeast Entrance and Cocke City, Montana. 
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Another all-time record for travel was set during 1956 when 
1,457,782 visitors were recorded at the five park gateways during the 
year, compared to 1,368,515 for the 1955 calendar year, an increase of 
6.5%. This was the ninth straight year that Yellowstone exceeded the 
million mark. <A total of 19,977 of these came to the park by air, rail 
and bus, 1.30% of the total travel, and showed a decrease of 2.2% from 
jast year's figure of 19,398. The West Entrance continued to lead with 
448,372 visitors, South second with 410,612 visitors, Hast third with 
309,693 visitors, North fourth with 192,321 visitors, and Northeast fifth 
with ig De visitors, their percentages of total travel being 30.8%, 28.2%, 
21.2%, 13.2%, and 688, respectively. 


Coneurrence has been received of the Regional and Washington 
Offices to change the factor of passengers per car from 3.28 to 3.41 in 
computing travel beginning January 1, 1957. The present figure was an 
average over a peried of. time and was used since 1950 when the actual 
count of passengers was discontinued. The new factor was arrived at as 
a result of surveys taken for the weeks July 29 through August 4 and 
August 19 through 25. Figures obtained during the same periods of the 
nusber of automobiles from each state have been compiled and show the 
highest ten in the following order: California, Montana, Utah, Dliinois, 
Idaho, Colorado, Washington, Texas, Minnesota and Ohio. 


inspections. Parke W. Soule, Negional Finance Officer, National 
Park Service, Owaha, arrived from Grand Teton National Park Decerber 3 
in connection with the new accounting system and returned to Teton the 
following day. 


Robert W. Boyee, Architect, Western Office, Division of Design 
and Construction, arrived December 13 to confer with officials of the 
park and the contractor, Cop Construction Company, on changes recommended 
in the Mational Park Service buildings to be constructed at Canyon. 


Philip C. Johnson, Leader in Charce, Forest Insect Laboratory, 
U. S. Forest Service, Missoula, Montana, was in December 1 for a upeting 
to discuss the possibility of continuing spruce budworm spraying in the 
park. 


AGt. dvitie « Superintendent Garrison, Biologist Kittams 

and Chief Ranger : jeparted December 1 for Helena, Montana, where 
ng 4 attended the Montana Wildlife Federation meeting, returning December 3. 

On December 6 Mr. Garrison and Assistant Superintendent Hamilton wen to 
the Gallatin area in the northwest corner of the park, making a trip over 
the elk range by Sno-Cat. Mr. Garrison presented a talk on MISSION 66 to 
the ee Rotary Club on December 17, which meeting was also attended 
by Hr argo Management Assistant Joffe, Chief Park Naturalist Condon, 
and U. 5S. Commissioner Brown, honorary members, and Nuntley Child, Vice~ 
President, of the Yellowstone Park Company, a guest. Mr. Carrison was 
given an honorary membership in the Livingston Club at the meeting. On 
December 26 Mr. Garrison made an inspection trip by automobile to Madison 
Junction and Camyon. 
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A meeting on the insect infestation pregram was held December 10 
in the rg en ony eee ago a pg were Superintendent Garrison, 


Assistant 
Forester 


Gn Decerber 1, 4 similar meeting was held there on the problem 
of continuing spruce budworm spraying and was attended by Philip ¢. 
Johnaon, Forest. Insect. Laboratory, U. 5. Forest Service, Missoula, and 
Megers. Garrison, Hamilton, Barrows, Brow: and Condon. 


Regular staff meetings of division heads and various other 
park officials were held in the conference room on December 6 and 20. 


On December 11 Superintendent Carrison appointed a committee to 
study metheds to provide opportunity for more people to see wildlife in 
the park. The committee consists of Mesars. Joffe, Chairman, Mattson, 
Condon and Brown. 


A Training Committee was appointed December 4 to carry out an 
employee development and training program with Park Naturalist Condon 
designated Chairman, Mesars. Anderson, Brown, Rebinson, and lowe, Members, 
and Personnel Officer Gause, Training Officer. 


Monday Decenber 2, was proclaimed a legal holiday by President 
Eisenhower, with all ewployees that could be spared being exeused and 
those required to work receiving holiday pays 


The Goverssunt meses hall at Mammoth was closed for the winter 
on December 14, to be reopened in the spring when the park's crews are 
increased 


Effective December 10, garbage collections at Mamaoth head- 
quarters were reduced to three times a week, Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Pridays. 


Barth tremors were reported at 4:30 gers December 12 by Lake 
Hotel Winterkeepers Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Bateson and again December 21 at 
9:33 and lO1ke aetic 


Yellowstone Lake started freeging over on Decerber 2] and 
probably was entirely frozen over by December 25. 


The Post Office Department announced that the town ef Cooke, 
eae a few miles outside the Northeast Entrance of the park, will be 
"to Gooke City, Montana, effective January 1, 1957. Cooke City 
name originally used for the tow and was officially changed a 
pene Me poy years ago to Cooke. 


The Norris~Canyon cutoff and the Mammoth-West Yellowstone road 
were closed to public travel December 13 with the closing dow of McNeil 
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Construction Company operations at Canyon. Following that date the only 
read open was that across the north end of the park from the North Entrance 
to Cocke City, Montana, which is kept open throughout the winter. 


nous. The regular monthly meeting of National Federa~ 
Employees Local 465 was held December 3 in the Canteen. 


On December 10 the American Pederation of Government Euployees 
held iis regular monthly meeting in the Canteen. 


The Yellowstone Park School presented a Christmas program in the 
Canteen on December 19, following which Santa Claus appeared and distributed 
gifts to the children. The following evening the Gardiner School conducted 
ites Christmas program and party. 


The Christmas vacation at the Yellowstone Park School started 
at the close of school December 19 and that at Gardiner at the close of 
the 2lst. School will resume at Gardiner on January 2 and at Mammoth on 
January 7. 


A Coumamity New Year's Eve Party was given at the Canteen on 
Decenber 31, including entertainxent, dancing, lunch and noisemakers, and 
proved very enjoyable. 


The entire community was saddened by the death on 
Decerber o » Aldce Kittams, wife of Biologist Walter H. Kittams, 
age 40, at the Memorial Hosplial in Livingston, following a long illness. 
Memorial services were held in the Yellowstone Park Chapel on Decenber 23, 
conducted by Resident Minister Robert Thomson and the Rev. Harold Heckman 
of the Livingston Congregational Church, and cremation was at Creat Falls, 


e 


Mrs. Grace Abbie, 69, mother of Mechanic Lester C. Abbie, died 
in Livingston Decenber 5 as the result of a heart attack, Funeral 
services and burial were in Livingston on December &. 


Mra. Lena Wright, step-mother of Property and Supply Officer 
William A. Wright, died December 14 at the home of her daughter in 
Livingston. Funeral services and burial were in Livingston December 21. 


Mr. Edward Les Murphy, age 72, father of District Ranger 
Robert J. Murphy, died at Bozeman, Montana, Decexber 1 after a long 
iliness with an asthmatic condition. Funeral services and burlal were 
at Bozeman on December 4. 


Yr. John Frederick Gnuse, 2, father of Personnel Officer 
Edmamd H. Gnuse, died in Omaha, Nebraska, on December 5. Mr. Gnuse left 
immediately for the funeral which was held December © at Fremont and 
burial at Arlington, Nebraska. fe returned the léth. 


A, 


ufee orl? adab daly gabeiiet waopae? Js smoke mage ceaqet) sotdesmdamod 
atesdel Hadi eld serl dese ett “io bee ised ety eeetia heris ed eqs bace 


® Phas ST ey aes setae PES Ber ay sokay arene stse: Sepa ed 


Sines, £ Saotoad 38 arg fiatr Ed ROM lager at 
0 LEG: ‘wed at at £ 16d GES { hres Bow Saat aimed eels 


asoreied Zowonewat te cols ane ii REA A eit OL odnoent 2 2. 

, some! odd no peitems yiddnest aeloaed ooh bted 
arg af wer hag BSMSE LI w Bednogetg feowin® sas semairenel 1.0% ant 
Sadediedalh bus betaagan goal eine’ elke aatwoliet .ff vedeewed oo neon 
betauhkaon J feodne sontiras et nuteeve passoliol. eff * Setesbiieio wid od si hig 

LP wT basa nergog seudalwh il 


ie Puaike Eesart’ Heed ene dewalt fe aff da coligsev sandale att 
28 weeks: acts éa “eeibued tp daddy feu Gf tecieeaod Lnondss ‘in otofe add ia 
Gi adeeall ty bas § pase sh ae “esti Ja onmpad? Libr foadec 4dals odd 
| | =, ra 

ne ageing? arf ga sevin ase goa’ gue attest weil yh a 
hae eerevemocion ine dened ,aclensh |, emutledredns gethatent te “sedagosil 
| aed yey abhi 


wo dissh arid yy! boeshiiae Miia yiheumeans ethene eit . 
ome ein alt ve ei gk! go eisofost te has yaad $2 a met § eB 


sazaalt? ew, & phat shAGl gmogepidy td af endeat vaca ledvone ale 26 OA “as 


ES tecinpostl, sa Le: fogs: Mist gmodewalleY ed? nd died stow aeolraan Su 2saal 
mentees —— «vos #62 bus eames’? Pode votelall dnebiani yd bodauinos 
seifs? Jaew? do agw meiteaoes bee kom) . seein tle teh aodenkwil add ‘to 

a Rake ORORE 


bath ,eidee «2 vmdaal olnadesl Io vorded .fO ,etddA aoa) smal 
laser’, 42 


pada teat & 20 dimen off an 2 redwegod nedegurvhl pu 
S tiveng ac oodegiivis a2 ose Lebeesd oe aantvree 


, Eseton aaqoni KA) “eealvonrps tin tigial esmd seth 
-tadsgeest vad ta aa ety oo AL cueclumeel Both ydreie¥ 2A met LCiw 
id qedawpel podequiviil ai ore Jobs bos gooieite Lerner aenanenil 


weqdad debrieid to veddet SY eae gotrmil eal brow a most 
avel a vate L vedseneil ere rele ERRORS de Suekh yeas. oh 
eve fabwed Son goadverss: Caeser, ~uithives abtaides ma + fail anenhtt 


so0 he fomene te to sorta’ as <eueatl lyk bere gsiote. Ss Lt 
Ask sass ts «8 wedueos po yaveentoll yale ak beth qoeand +H beunbit 

Hiss seeasanee $s % ecient bias gear gene eo mee rh ants eh 
eASE aol Reactant ola esotankiod $e Lakued 


ite 


ee ee ee oa 


See ee lS ee ee 


Mr. Clarence Riley, 67, father of Painter Delmer C. Riley, 
died at the University Hospital, Minneapolis, Minnesota, on December 9. 
sn tha Riley — y attended the funeral at Pine River, Minnesota, on 


Births. A daughter, Jean Louise, 4, pounds and 11 ounces, was 
born to Mi. and Mrs. Lyford W. Dore at the Memorial Hospital in Livingston 
on December 2, ir. Dore is a Fireman with the National Park Service here. 


On Deceuber 16 a son, Calvin Leo, 7 pounds and 13 ounces, was 
bern to Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey L. Haines between Six~Mile Creek and Wanigan 
while en route to Livingston. The parents and baby preceeded to Wanigan 
where they received further care and awaited an ambulance to continue to 
the Merorial iespital. Mr. Haines is an Engineer with the National Park 
Services. 


: W. Ted Hackett, Supervisery Park Ranger, GS-é, 
a ent and change of headquarters to Supervisery Park 
Ranger, as-é, Devils Tower National Monument effective December 2. 


On the same date Willian VY. Appling received a promotion and 
change of headquarters from Park Ranger, 65-5, Platt National Park, to 


Supervisory Park Ranger, GS-4, to fill Hr. Hackettts vacancy at West 
Yellowstone. 


| Mrs. Sharlene T. Milligan received a temporary appointment, not 
to exceed January 3, 1957, as seasonal Clerk~Stenographer, GS-3, effective 
December 4, and was terminated at noon December 21. 


On December 23 Mrs. Ella E. Bateman received a temporary appoint- 
ment, not to exceed January 15, 1957, as Telephone Operator, GS~2. 


Karl T. Gilbert, District Park Ranger, GS-7, has accepted a 
| promotion and change of headquarters to the position of Assistant Chief 


Park Ranger, GS-9, Everglades National Park, to be effective about 
Jamary 7.» 


personal injuri teak deotaa ia ain 6 tae-aer aeeiiees on ib 
Gallatin me Ue. S. 191, inside the park, the result of over-driving 
read conditions, and one involving a collision of two minor residents of 
Gardiner on the brow of a hill between Cardiner and Stevens Creek. 
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Bu t Fire Protection. Inspections were completed in all 
Government buildings for fire hagards. Fire extinguishers were tested, 
serviced and replaced wherever necessary. New extinguishers were installed 
in many cases. Soda acid, foam and pressure type extinguishers were 
recharged in a number of instances and in all cases the tanks were washed 
out and the contents inspected before replacing. 


4 check on the use of kerosene refrigerators oy Forester Barrows 
shows they are installed at the Tower Fall, Bechler, Stevens Creek and 
Lamar Ranger Stations in Yellowstone. As these refrigerators constitute 
a very serious fire hagard when in operation their replacement with oro- 
pane installations appears to be a worthwhile project. 


Cooperative Activities 


Publicity. A total of 49,000 Yellowstone broadsides 
for 1956 nate on hand at the close of becenber. 


Ke services and Chapel Use. The regular Sunday School 
services were i each Sunday in the Yellowstone National Park Chapel at 
10:00 aon. and the regular Protestant Courch services were held ai 11:15 
Qos On all Sundays except December 30 when no services were held. A 
special Christmas Eve Vesper Service was held om the evening of December 24 
at 6:30 peme Mr. Robert Thorson, the resident minister, conducted all the 
services. 


A special memorial service was held in the Yellowstone National 
Park Chapel at 3:00 poem. on December 23 in memory of Mre. Alice Kitians. 
Mrs. Kittams passed away in the Livingston Memorial Hospital on December 20 
and was the wife of Biologist Walter H. Kitiams. The service was cor-~- 
ducted by Student Minister Hobert Thomson and the Rey. Harold Heckman of 
the Livingston Congregational Church. 


Student Minister Robert Thomson left Christras Day on a vacation 
peried to his home in Canada and had not returned by the month's close. 


Services. Park Naturalist Tyers presented an 
evening progran or i and general discussion te a group of 19 Explorer 
Scouts and their four adult leaders in the Eagles Hall at Gardiner on the 
evening of December 20. Park Naturalist Beal conducted this same group 
om an all-day field trip across the Nerthern Yellowstone winter elk range 
area on the 29th and that evening, in the Nagles Hall, presented them 
with a program of movies and general discussion. Park Naturalist Beal, 
again on December 30, took this party on a two-howr trip over the Manmoth 
Hot Spring Terraces. The group was a very receptive party and ériginated 
from the community of Livingston. 


Park Naturalist Beal presented a motion picture on Waterfowl 
Conservation to the Mamaoth school children on December 14. Park Naturalist 
Condon presented a talk and pictures of Yellowstone to the P.TeA. organiza~ 
tion on December 6, On the 13th he presented a similar program to the 
Yellowstone Park Masonic Club. 
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Museum Activities and Exhibits. The stagecoaches on the porch 
of the Mammoth Museum were covered with canvas to provide protection 
from the weather. 


A study skin ef a Whistling Swan was prepared by Park Naturalist. 
Tyers and added to the collection and a full life~sised mount of a badger 
was obtained through the Yellowstone Library and Museum Association at a 
cost of $65.00 and added to the Mammoth Museum collection. This is a very 
fine speciven and was prepared by Lentfer Brothers in Livingston. In 
addition to this life-sized mount, a geod badger skin has also been added 
to the study skin collection. 


Research and Observations. The Interpretive Development Outline 
was completed by the Chief Park Naturalist and reviewed by members of the 
Interpretive Division and members of the Superintendent's staff, and then 
prepared in final form during the month. 


A scopy of the diary of Mrs. IL. H. Shephard who visited Yellow- 
stone in 1690 was sent to us by Mr. T. He Seard. Mrs. Shephard in her 
diary reported seeing the Excelsior Geyser in eruption and if her deseription 
is correct, her evidence indicates a later eruption of this geyser than 
that normally referred to which is 166, 


Natural EU, AT On December 3 the Yellowstane 
library wit Noeae el er ie ec out the May-June and July-August 
issues of Yellowstone Park Nature Notes and on December 31 they mailed 


out. the emper-October and Novenber~Decenber issues. Considerable time 
of the members of the Division was devoted to miltilithing, assembling, 
and preparing these four issues for mailing. 


Qperations 


Coneessioners. The Yellowstone Park Company announced its new 
officers effective Decexber 1. William N. Nichols, formerly President of 
the Company, was elected Chairman of the Board of Directors; John C. 
Nichols, formerly Vice-President. and Treasurer, was promoted to President 
and Treasurer; Huntley Child, Jr. was prowoted from Second Vice-President 
and Secretary to First Vice-President and Secretary; and Mrs. William M. 
Nichols was voted Second Vice-President. The Board of Directors will con- 
sist of the above~named officers, Dean Nichols, Jr., and two newly~elected 
meubers, Hugh D. Galusha, Jr., Attorney and Certified Publie Accountant, 
and Al T. Hibbard, Chairman of the Board of the Union Bank and Trust 
Company, both of Helena, Montana. 


Jack E. Haynes, President of Haynes Inc., was in from his 
winter headquarters at Bozeman on December 10 to take progress pictures on 
the Canyon construction projects. 


On December 11 the McNeil Construction Company closed down opera- 
tions on the Yellowstone Park Company projects at Canyon. They hope to 
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resum work as early in April as pospible so that facilities will be open 
for visitors by duly 1, incluting some of the 500 modern cottages, the 
now lodge building housing a cafeteria, dining room ami coffee shop, 

Pr 9 nema & large Hamilton Stores, Inc. general store sui service 


Dre Je Earl Carr of Sheridan and Lender, Wyoming, reported 
Decenbex 29 os resident physician to sueceed Or. Frank Brosiuse wio departed 
Septesber i5. He relieved Joan Reardon, ii. N., whe has handled the medical 
service in the park since Cetober 1 when the Memoth Hospital closed and 
Dr, Alfred My Lueck returned to Livingston. 


i aie ance. The road crew kept the roads to the Canyon Area 

saat, weet Yellowstone an well as the road to Cocke City open 
oa the ment of "hues This necessitated keeping on seven equip- 
nent operators through the month. The reasons for keeping these roade 
open so late in the seasen were the late construction season, the buffale 
and elk reduction program and general aduinistrative purposes. 


The quarters maintenance survey in Mesmoth was aterted during 
the month. Thie is an overall investigation of the general condition of 
the interior and exterior of the wulldings; alse the heating, plumbing, 
ventilation, condition of fixtures such as stoves, refrigerators, hot 
water tanks, etc. This survey is being conducted so that the most exer- 
gent features of maintenance can be accomplished and a more efficient. 
program of quarters maintenance can be accomplished. 


Maintenance carried on during the month on buildings and 
utilities was nostiy routine with very few emerrencies arising. One of 
the main emergencies cecurred in the Bachelor Pullding, No. 1, when the 
soil in the oi] pre~heater of the furnace failed allowing fuel oii to 
1 Mamaia Doggy Bor Pe systems This furnace furnished heat for 
uperintendat, Assiatant Superintendent and Fark Landseape Architect's 
Sestleeus an eat" Gx uaciates eet wedte moanee a uanber of hues 
personnel, the Chief Naturalist's office aud the Masenuite Rds occurred 


tanegr Geaviee. Principal activities of the 

’ December consisted of boundary patrols, elk 
management , wildlife observations and counts, elk trapping, law enforce-~ 
ment including two cases brought before the U. S. Commissioner, antelope 
census, preparation of reports and correspondence, running snow courses 
and taking weather observations, preparation of Weasels and other equipment 
for elk reduction activities, and inspection of buildings for fire hazards. 
Chief Ranger Brown was away from headquarters December 1 to 3 in atten- 
dance with Superintendent Garrison and Biologist Kittams at the Montana 
Wildlife Federation meeting at Helena and in the Gallatin area from the 
5th to the Sth when he tock the Sno-Cat and participated in the elk 


management gram in that area. He was also away on annual leave Decen- 
ver 15 to Ble. 4 
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Law Enforcement. Elmer Be Hogan, McNeil Construction Company 
employee, was taken before the U. 5. Commissioner on the 5th and fined 
$100 for drunken driving and $10 for driving without brakes, 


Mr. and Mess Arthur Judson of Boulder, Colorado, illegally 
entered the park at West Entrance on the 24th, spent the night on Gibbon 
Meadows, and dreve around the barricade near Mammoth Hot Springs the 
next day. ii. dudson was charged with failure to observe official signs 
and fined 10 by the U. 5. Commissioner, 


moron Bee Activities. AKTELOPE. The antelops 
sett age censused rangers art blologist on December 7 wher visi- 

was good and the animals were in large groups at low elevation. 
oe O of the 395 animals seen were outside the park and they were near 
the boundary. from Reese Creek to Stevens Creek, 194 animals were seen, 
on the hills above Stevens Creek to Gardiner Elk Trap, 646, and east of the 
Gardner River, 125. 


In conformance with the long-term plan to improve conmiitions 
for wildlife, about 275 antelope may be removed by trapping by the State 
of Nevada. 


BEAVER. A pair of beaver have taken up residence in the Gardiner 
water supply ditch and are threatening to cut off the water supply. 


BGIGHORN SHEEP. On December 1 14 sheep were observed on the 
west slopes of Mt. Everts. On the 14th two were cbserved on the ridge 
northwest of the Stevens Creek Hanger Station. On the 26th 15 were seen 
on Deckard Flat and 20 on Druid Peak. Gheep are observed frequently near 
the road between Mammoth and Gardiner. 


BISGH. A band of about 70 bison was seen in the Lamar Horseshoe 
on December 12 and 16. On December 31, 76 bison, which probably included 
the group from the lower Horseshoe, were on the main trail between lower 
Hellreoaring and Little Cottonwood Creeks. Ii is very possible this group 
will. continue down river toward the north boundary. Only two bulls were 
seen in Lower Slough Creek Meadow on December 17. 


Several old bulla in the Soda Butte area afford the park visitor 
& good opportunity to observe them. Six bulls are wintering near Madison 
dunction, and our one resident remains in the vicinity of Stevens Creek. 


DEER. A large harvest of deer north of Cardiner has reduced 
their mumbers somewhat. However, a group of 62 was observed along Reese 
Creek on the 29th. The extended deer season in Park County, Montana, 
remained open through December and is scheduled to close on January 5. 
Biologist Kittans reported relatively few deer seen on the trip from 
Hellrearing to Gardiner: 22 in Little Cottomwood, one in Sig Cottonwood, 
and five between the Lower Yellowstone carmyon and Gardiner. 
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Lk, Elk in the Yellowstone drainage moved downward up te about 
sid-Decenber, then remined rather stationary, Biologist Kitteams reported. 
Between December 12 and 17 at least 200 elk moved out of the basin 
iumediately north of the east end of Lamar Canyore Probably ther crossed 
te the Slough Creek Transfer area. About 350 elk were seen by Park Ranger 
Don Guiton and the Blolorisit in Lower Slough Greek Meadow on Dececber 17. 
Almost no signs of elk were seen during a ride two miles above the meadow 
that day. The next day about 0 elk were observed from Slough Creek 
Transfer westward to the high trail and about 300 were estimated from 
there to Hellroaring Creek, from Hellroaring to little Cottonwood, 100, 
and in the Big Cottonwood drainage, 30. Gnow on the river treil from Big 
Cottonwmad Creek to Crevice Creek had been packed by elk prior to the 
trip made on December 12, About 35 elk were seen in the Crevice Mountain 
area, Reports indicate very few elk, perhaps not over 25, had soved out 
of the park by the ond of December. Protection personnel report a group 
of about 100 moved out of the Glen Greek area toward Mammoth Village and 
several large bands are located in the higher country on Stevens Creek. 
They reported 126 counted at Pebble Creek near the end of the month and 
150 counted near the boundary on Slough Greek on the 27th. 


In « Giseusesion of the Gallatin elk herd between the Montana 
Fish and Gare Department, U. oS. Forest Service and National Park Service 
at Helens on Decerber 3, it was brought out that S64 elk had been 
harvested vy huiters in 19565 €0L had been counted in the park and 
Gallatin Game Preserve on November 26 and only 63 were found in the area 
open to hunting. It was agreed the National Park Service would hage the 
elk in the park, killing a few, in an attempt to move them te better 
range some distance north of the park. On December 7, the State counted 
1,352 elk, 48 being in the park and 256 in the State Preserve. 


Direct reduction was carried on in the Gallatin herd on 
Descenber 6 and 17, A total of 22 animals was kiiled in an attempt to 
cause the herd te move out of the park. This attempt te move the herd 
was unsuccessful. Alge attempts te move the herd by horsshadk failed. 
At the end of the month more than 300 animsis remained within the park 
on the critical winter range of that area. Tua Menken Depurtunes’ of 
Fish and Ges has decided not to reopen the Gallatin huntins area again 
this winter. 


| A total of 68 elk was killed by a two-man crew working from 
the Lawar Unit in addition to the 22 taken at Gallatin. 


| Traps were baited all month for live trapping but we were not 
successful in trapping enouch to make a shipment. The week before 
Christeas we were fortunate enough to capture twelve elk, Two animals 
injured themeelyes in the traps and had to be destroyed. Their carcasses 
were turned over to the Montana State Fish Hatchery at Uuigrant for fish 
food. The other ten animals, eight cows and two calves, were released as 
the State of Montana did not wish to send a truck for the two calves and 
had no authority to release the cows on Montana ranges. The ten aninals 
did not justify a truck trip to New Mexico. 
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The elk hunting season which closed in the Gardiner, Montana, 
hunting area November 15 remained closed throughout Decexber as a 
sufficient munber of elk did not move into the area from the park to 
justify the reopening of the season. 


District Rangers Marphy and Way report a very light colored 
cow elk weet of Yanceyts. It was first cbserved on the 17th. It is 
alnost entirely white, the exception being a slight darkening in color 
under the belly. 


Assistant Professor Richard D. Taber of Montana State University 
has requested permission to collect bislogical data from elk wich may 
be killed in the park thie winter for a study of effects of herd reduc- 
tien on reproduction and survival of the herd. Arrancesents were made to 
asaist him as much as possible in his study. 


Biologist Kittame, asaisted by rangers Murphy, Peterson and 
Guiton, classified 3,644 elk, by age and sex, of the northern Yellowstone 
herd between October and December. The calf to cow ratic in this sample 
was 28.3 ¢ 100.0, slightly below the average for the past eight years. 
Yearling bulls were represented only half as eften in the sample this 
year as in previous years, suggesting an unumaally high loss of at least 
wales wrich started as calves in the gpring of 1955. 


MOOGERe <A bull ealf wae hit by « vehicle near Grayling Creek 
on the 27th. Tt was killed and dressed out the next morning and turned 
ever to Homtana State Game Warden Sears who was to give it to the 
orphanage at Ennis, Montana. 


SWAN, Nine trumpeter swan are wintering on the Madison River, 


« Biologist Mittama reported temperatures about average 
for the month except for a rather warm period extending through the 
first four days followed by an unusually cold pericd of four days. High 
winds ne ee ee ee ee ee ee 
ridges ae 3 rable portion of the remainder 
of the winter ranges. Precipitation at Mamnoth, most of which fell 
between December 5 and 146, aggregated 1.39 inches, slightly above the 
normal of 1.30 inches. 
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in the month crystallised somewhat and MPENATOS Ne ke Sone. reNeEAaIONE 4 


Valley and 3 inches by Stevens Creek Ranwer Station. Elk appeared to be 
feeding over all of the range except those creas where snow has deposited 
in deep drifts. An whisual amount of use of forage on eritical areas 
free ef snow can probably be attributed to the extremely coarse texture 
of the snow which hampers foraging in the areas where forage is most 
abundant . 
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as s Protections The forest fire protection and building 
fire protect Tare Ee: al Forest ry Report were prepared by 


the fire dispatcher and fire chief. cane was Send aed want fay 
transmittal at the close of the month, 


Material was collected for use in reviewing the 1954 fire 
season. This includes fire logs, weather records, fire reports and 
ether sources of information having a bearing upon the past fire season. 


ir A meeting at the Regional Office has beer 
seheduled the week of January 29 to diseuss and determine the 
ig blister rust control program. Forester Jehn ¢,. Gynn of the Division 

of Blister Rust Control, U. 5. Forest Service, Missoula, Montana, will 
attend this meeting as will Forester Barrows from Yellowstone. 


Insects. On December 10 a conference was held regarding 
the spruce situation at Yellowstone with Messrs. Garrison, 
Hamilten, Condon, Brown, Kittaxs, Edwards and Barrows participating. 
Philip Johnsen of the Missoula Forest Insect Laboratory visited the park 
on December 14, and discussed the current budworm situation in a meeting 
with Messre. Garrison, Hamilton, Grown, Condon and Barrows. As a result 
of the meeting Mr. Johnson will prepare a special budworm appralgal 
survey report with recomendations on the Yellowstone infestation. The 
Laboratory personnel will also sample the overwintering budworm population 
by collecting bole sections in January. 
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Sesicn and Construction 


New Construction. The activities of the MeNeil Construction 
Company, contractor for the Yellowstone Park Company and Hamilton Steres, 
Ince building construction at the new Canyon Village, were terminated 
Decerber 11 because of the inclement weather. The roads to Canyon were 
kept open through December 15 in order that the contracter could move 
out and the Park Service could close things up for the year. It is 
estimited that the late season operation of the Canyon water system for 
the contractor cost in excess of $1,700, the operation of the electrical 
generaters and the power systen cost an additional $1,085, and the cost 
of keeping the roads open until December 15 (Memoth to Canyon and West 
Yellowstone to Norris) was £4,300. Thus the extended maintenance and 
operation season which was brought on by the aceslerated construction 
season in the Canyon aml Lake areas was cause for expenditure of 09,065 
above ordinary operation. 


All other construction projects were closed down for the 
winter except the Heeonstruction of Walks in Thermal Areas. A semil 
crew was engaged in the fabrication of wooden walke for this project. 
When the fabrication is completed, the walks will. ve dip~treated with a 
preservative and installed early next springs 


Robert Boyee, Architect, WODC, spent two days in the park from 
Deceuber 13 to 14 to confer with park officials and the contracter on 
details in regard to the proposed goverment buildings to be constructed 
in the Canyon Village next sumer. 


Jtilities. The bid of Land-Air, Inc. of Chicago, Illinois, 
for the © cineer: ng, Furnishing and Installing of FM Radio Equipaent in 
park ented and Contract No. 14~10~245~252 awarded Decenher 3, 
The bid, epening date of which was October 4, was accepted with exception 
of Alternate Item Ho, VIIT, "Winter Patrol Nepeai + Tetal non-recurring 
charges amount to 931,160.14 and the armmuml leasing costs total 928,471635- 


Lemel A. Carrigon 
Superintendent, 


Monthly Progress Report forms attached 
In triplicate 
Copy te Region Two w/e Forms 
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